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organization could have been planned and efficiently operated in
India in 300 B.C. " (Durant, The Story of Civilisation, pp. 443-45).
It may be mentioned that Vincent Smith was among the most
authoritative British historians of India.

But however that may be, Mr. Stoddard admits the possibility
of the Orient copying Western models. And though China "is the
horrible example" of failure to do so successfully, Japan fared
differently. "The outstanding (and almost the only) example of
political progress in the Orient is Japan. Here we find both a strong
Government and a political system which embodies Western
parliamentary institutions" (Stoddard, The Clashing Tides of
Colour, p. 204). The reason for this is that "the Japanese are a
singularly homogeneous people, who alone among Asiatics, have
long possessed both deep patriotic feeling and iron self-control.
Furthermore, their political tradition was not Oriental despotism
but a feudalism much like that of Europe during the Middle Ages.
Thus, when Japan began westernizing herself in the middle of the
last century, she could erect a political structure on foundations
which, elsewhere in Asia, had not even been laid" (ibid., p. 204).

Thus, according to Mr. Stoddard, Japan, though of the Orient,
is not Oriental; she had no Oriental despotism; she had the medieval
feudalism of the West; she was patriotic and self-controlled. It
would seem, then, that parliamentary institutions are correlated
with the absence of despotism, and the presence of feudalism,
patriotism, and self-control, and not with the West or the East

But Mr. Stoddard is not sure of it. '"There is thus little use in
considering whether a particular Oriental country is fit for demo-
cratic government unless it already has a systematized government,
no matter how undemocratic. To that extent, at least, the East
must outgrow its political past before it can take further steps"
(ibid., p. 202). This would seem to imply that there is an interme-
diate stage in the development from despotism to democracy:
ordered or good government. "What China needs, is not a strong
many but a strong Government in the Western sense. It does not
matter much, in the long run, how far such a Government might
have foiled to qualify under the tests of liberty a&d democracy.